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Príprava a tvorba prezentácie na konferenciu, 
tvorba posteru.
a

Techniky prednesu, príprava na vystúpenie 
na konferencii v SR a v zahraničí

prof.  Ing. Martin Weis,  DrSc. a prof. Ing. Ľubica Stuchlíková, PhD. 
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How to Design Presentation
and Scientific poster

Ľubica Stuchlíková
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The aim

 To introduce the basic rules in 
the world of presentation



3
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“It takes intelligence, even brilliance, to condense and focus 
information into a clear, simple presentation that will be 
read and remembered.”

Mary Helen Briscoe

„Na zhustenie a zameranie informácií do jasnej, jednoduchej prezentácie, ktorú si budete čítať a zapamätať, je 
potrebná inteligencia, dokonca brilantnosť.“

„Jeden obrázok je viac ako 1000 slov“

A picture is worth a thousand words
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1. Add a splash of color

 Color adds visual interest to your presentation. It can be used 
to convey meaning too:

◦ Blue is seen as trustworthy

◦ Green is calming

◦ Red communicates confidence and excitement

◦ Yellow reserved for joy, optimism and fun.

 Before you go wild with your presentation color palette, bear 
in mind that you don’t need to use much color to get the 
desired effect.

 You can add subtle, colourful detail; an icon in the corner of a 
slide, a square of colour next to your title, or a colourful
border that graces just one side of your slide.
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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In presentation design, color is key

 Want to create an eye-catching presentation? 
Then finding the perfect color combination is key.

 A great color scheme will make your slides look 
professional and polished. 

 Your color scheme can also help to set the mood 
of your presentation and attract the attention of 
your audience. 

 Colors can even influence a viewer’s perceptions 
and emotions.

 So you want to get your presentation color 
scheme right!
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/How-to-pick-the-best-colors-for-your-presentation-SlidesCarnival.pdf
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How do colors work together?
 Why do some colors sit side by side harmoniously whilst others create a terrible color clash? The answer to this 

question lies in the color wheel.

9

https://www.slidescarnival.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/02/How-to-pick-the-best-

colors-for-your-presentation-SlidesCarnival.pdf
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2. Make your titles stand out

 The typography you use will have a significant effect on 
your audience. 

◦ will help your audience understand what you’re
really saying.

 Keep a simple and easy to read font for your body copy, 
but go a little above and beyond in order to make your 
headings stand out.

 Sans serif fonts are known to be more contemporary and 
informal. But even within these groupings, the shape and 
texture of your type can make a big difference. Round, soft 
fonts convey a friendly tone, while more geometric, angular 
fonts are seen as more outgoing and modern.

10

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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3. Use icons to bring your text to life

 A slide filled with nothing but boring text will 
have your audience falling asleep in their seats. 
Add in a few simple but striking icons and you’re 
much more likely to grab and hold their attention.

 Icons break up your text and make it much more 
digestible. Visual elements like this can also 
convey a lot about your brand and your message 
whilst taking up very little space.

 As long as your icons are all of a consistent style, 
size and color scheme, you really can’t go wrong.

11

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043



5.11.2024 v  Bratislave METODOLÓGIA VEDECKEJ PRÁCE 1

So how should you add icons to your presentation?

 Incorporate icons in places where you 
would usually put a bullet point. Pick an 
icon that represents the information 
included in the bullet text. 

 Choose colorful icons and you’ll add some 
much needed color to your slides too.

 A great place to find some free, well-
designed icons is The Noun Project and 
here at SlidesCarnival we also have some 
free and ready-to-use icons for PowerPoint 
and Google Slides.

12

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043

https://thenounproject.com/

https://thenounproject.com/
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4. Crop images to custom shapes 

 Your slide design has to be something special if 
you’re relying on a slide of just text and a square 
image to engage your audience.

 This traditional layout is predictable and it rarely 
looks impressive. 

 Thankfully, using PowerPoint or Google Slides, it’s 
easy to crop images into a more interesting shape. 

13

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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5. Introduce compelling slides with transitions 

 Transitions help you to segue smoothly 
from one slide to another. 
◦ A bit of movement catches the eye, they look 

good and they’re super easy to insert. 

 Keep them simple and use sparingly. 
◦ Flashy options — like draping curtains or paper 

airplanes — irritate audiences and damage your 
credibility. 

◦ Simple transitions, on the other hand, carry 
momentum and can look really impressive. 

14

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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6. Create a story with animations 

 Surprise and interest your audience by adding a few animations to your PowerPoint slides. 

 Animations create a story within a slide. They allow you to introduce new slide elements at a 
time that suits your narrative.

 The benefits? You get to control where the focus of your audience is directed. And keep other 
content hidden until the right moment.

 It’s really simple to implement. Just pick a slide where you have both text and a graphic element 
(a chart, a diagram or an image, for example). Then animate the graphic element to appear after 
the text.

 As with transitions, simple animations — like a fade in — tend to be more effective than complex 
options. And it’s a good idea to stick with the same animation effect on any given slide.

15

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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Animations

16

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043

 Whichever animation you choose, use it sparingly. Overuse of animation and sounds make your 
presentation feel cutesy and unprofessional.
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7. Grab your audience’s attention with videos and GIFs

17

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043

 What’s more, we’re now very used to getting our information from videos and moving images. Information 
delivered in this way is easy to digest and often very memorable.

 So if you want to really capture your audience’s attention, make the most of moving images — like videos and GIFs.

 It’s important you use GIF and video in the right context. You certainly don’t want to feature them on every slide of 
your presentation. But use them where they fit in nicely and they’ll have a big (and very positive) impact on 
audience engagement.
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8. Vary your slide layout 

 Variety is essential to any presentation. 

 There are lots of ways you can add in a little variation — even to a 

presentation that’s nearly finished! Just review your presentation 

and add in:

 Title slides to divide different sections — these should be colorful 

and image-heavy

 A little variation to your content slides — include some with just 

text, some with text and an image, some with a full background 

image, etc..

 These simple tweaks will help to vary and break up your content. In 

doing so, they’ll keep your presentation eye-catching and engaging 

throughout.
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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9. Review your white space: 
is there enough?

 White space — the (not necessarily white) bits of your 
slides that don’t feature any text or images — is really 
important. It’s the golden rule of any graphic design work.

 Negative space is good for consistency and readability. 
What’s more, it prevents your audience from feeling 
overwhelmed by all of the information they’re getting.  

 Review and try to increase the proportion of space you 
include in your slides. The easiest way to do this? Start by 
using a slightly smaller font size (as long as it’s still 
readable!) and opting for wider margins. 

 A good amount of white space will make your 
presentation look more professional and help prevent 
your audience from zoning out. 

19

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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10 Fade to black to refocus the attention on you

 The point of your entire presentation is to 
deliver a message.

 If you’re making a point that requires a 
lengthy explanation, you want all eyes on 
you. At times like these, fade your slide into 
black.

 This removes any distractions from the 
screen and encourages your audience to 
focus on you and what you’re saying.

 It also breaks up the presentation. This can 
act as a bit of a wake-up call for any audience 
members who have become disengaged 
from your presentation and its message.

20

https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043
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Feeling stressed out by your presentation design?

 Apply a ready-made template!

for example    https://www.slidescarnival.com/

 The templates will save you tons of time and make your presentation attractive, 
with the visual impact to really engage an audience.

 Use these slides as a jumping-off point, taking the template and personalizing it 
to your brand and message. 

 Or treat your chosen template as a ready-made presentation and just add in your text 
— this approach requires minimum effort whilst creating maximum effect.
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/how-to-turn-a-boring-powerpoint-into-an-engaging-presentation/14043

https://www.slidescarnival.com/
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Presentation Design Trends to Look Out for in 2023

 1. Minimalism - Consider using minimalist designs that focus on one idea per slide and keep text to a minimum. 

 2. Minimalism is gaining popularity as an aesthetic choice

 3. Visually engaging backgrounds

 4. Utilizing bold backgrounds

 5. Big backgrounds

 6. The latest trend will be dark mode

 7. Text blocks with vibrant colors

 8. Graphic text design

 9. Serif typefaces could experience a revival

 10. Motion graphics

 11. Flowing shapes

22

12. Gray
13. Image overlays
14. Suppressed visuals
15. Blocky Design
16. Photo Stories
17. Clean and Simple
18. Monochromatic Design
19. 3D Realism
20. Motion graphics titling
21. Anti-Design
22. Cinemagraphs & Placeholders
23. 2D Illustrations
24. Virtual reality experiences

25. Animated graphics & virtual reality
26. Inclusive visuals and graphics
27. Botanicals and nature inspired
elements
28. Unique AI-powered images
29. Accessibility
30. Interactivity
31. Diversity
32. Geometric and aesthetic components
33. Age of iluminating coloration
34. Photos galore
35. Retro line art
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Why Submit 
a Poster?

An opportunity to effectively 
share research results and engage 
in scientific dialog with colleagues

Feedback received can help in 
refining your research and 
preparing it for publication



A poster can 
be better than 
giving a talk

More efficient because:

▪ you totally bomb at giving talks

▪ can be viewed while you nap

▪ can hang in the department for years

▪ can reach folks not in your field of research
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It’s just an illustrated abstract
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Is my abstract 
effective?

 Why should anyone care? 

 What am I adding to current knowledge?

 Do I need to explain methods?

 Have I told them what I found and 
recommend?



5.11.2024 v  Bratislave METODOLÓGIA VEDECKEJ PRÁCE 1

A portrait of a grad student

 I have 12 hours to throw this thing together and get it printed before it’s due.

28
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How do I get months and years of research 
onto my poster?
 Your poster is a short story

 Describe a few major points

 Arouse the reader’s interest to read on 

 Limit it to 250 words

Less is best!
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Planning the Poster Presentation

 Review the instructions and specific 
requirements for the conference 
or event where you will present 

 Consider your audience

 Keep the message simple

 Prior to the presentation, 
obtain feedback from mentors and peers

Who’s my audience?



5.11.2024 v  Bratislave METODOLÓGIA VEDECKEJ PRÁCE 1

Simple, effective data displays 

31

Keep it simple but effective 
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What am I 

adding?

Methods?

What did 

I find?

Why? What do I 

recommend?

Your poster should answer…

Small blocks 

of supporting text
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Pick a software program

Although you’ll probably gravitate towards PowerPoint, consider a true design program. 
a

 PowerPoint
◦ OK, but the colors will fool you (be sure to print a color proof to see actual colors you have chosen)

◦ Easy to use

◦ Somewhat Inflexible

◦ Designed for overhead projection

 Adobe Illustrator or InDesign
◦ Excellent

◦ More difficult to learn

◦ What you see is what you get

◦ Others: Canvas, Publish-It, Corel Draw

33
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Organizing the content
⚫ How to set up your poster:

⚫ Columns should flow left to right

⚫ Use headings and subheadings 

⚫ Use arrows or numbers to direct flow 
where necessary

⚫ Use white space creatively

⚫ Use color
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Components for 
Research Poster

• Make it simple but attractive to the 
readers

• Include authors below the title

• Add a footnote for affiliations of the 
authors

Title

• Summarize the research project 

• Include the study’s objective(s), design, 
results and conclusion(s)

Abstract
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Components for 
Research Poster

• Include the rationale and importance of 
study

• State the hypothesis or research question 
that was tested

Introduction

• Provide sufficient information to judge the 
validity of the study 

• Include sample size, study design, data 
collection and analytic methods, outcome 
and exposure measures

Methods
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Components for 
Research Poster

• Present your key findings using 
mainly tables and figures

• Keep the results as simple as possible 

Results

• Interpret your results in the context 
of your study as well as the literature 

• Provide readers with what is new 
from your study

Conclusion
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Highlights first!

 Put the most important part first! 

 Short and to the point!

 Upper left hand corner

 If they like it, they will 
stick around!

38
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This is the goal for easy reading

Design it easy for the eye 

39
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Technical considerations

 Poster should be easily seen from 
at least 1 m

 Use fonts that are easy to read 

 Keep the color scheme simple and 
consistent throughout

 Keep posters visual!

40
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Recommended font sizes

 Title →  at least 72 point

 Headings →  36-48 point

 Text →  at least 24 point

 Chart labels  →  24 point

Title: 85 point

Authors: 56pt

Sub-headings: 36pt

Body text: 24pt

Captions: 18pt

41
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Picture perfect photos

 At least 150 dpi

 Save photos as jpg or 
png
Line art as a vector 
graphics (graphs)

 Web images are 
usually 
poor resolution 72 dpi

42
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Graphics and Resolution Tips

 Print formats: 600-1200 DPI (dots per inch)
◦ TIFF, EPS, WMF, JPG?

 Screen formats: 300 DPI (dots per inch)
◦ GIF, JPG, WMF

 Scan new color graphics at 150-200 DPI

◦ Higher for black and white

 Your cool images mean nothing without a 
scale bar or description
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Choose the right kind of chart

Chart type: Best use:

Bar charts Show comparisons

Horizontal bars Only used to show time

Line charts Illustrate trends

Pie charts Relationship to whole – big picture (%)

Text The last resort
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Notes

 Don’t forget your funding acknowledgements

 Your contact info!!!
◦ Include all contact info:

● Mail address

● Phone

● E-mail

 Using color to engage your readers
● 2-3 colors, no more!

● Dark type on light color background 

 Images and graphs say much more than words

45
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Printing Considerations

 Leave a white border (for push-pins)

 Remember to spell check

 Check every inch and check again

 Ask a colleague to proof the poster
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Practical Tips for 
Posters

Keep it Simple

Remember to Spell Check

Don’t use ALL CAPITALS 

Bold is used for emphasis

Italics de-emphasize

Use active verbs

Use color



5.11.2024 v  Bratislave METODOLÓGIA VEDECKEJ PRÁCE 1

Pre-Poster Presentation Tips

Arrive early at the 
poster display site

1

Hang poster neatly

2

Prepare miniature 
versions of the 
poster to handout 

3

❑ Provides a written record 

for interested folks

❑ Makes you look “smart”

❑ Be sure to include complete  

contact information

❑ Might even get you a job! 
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Presenting the Poster

Use the poster as a 
visual aid

• Refrain from reading it

1

Use the graphics to 
support your points 
when telling your 
story

2

Prepare a 2 and 5 
minute tour of the 
poster

3
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Poster Templates



Poster title goes here, containing strictly 

only the essential number of words...

Author’s Name/s Goes Here, Author’s Name/s Goes Here, Author’s Name/s Goes Here

Address/es Goes Here, Address/es Goes Here, Address/es Goes Here

Acknowledgements

Just highlight this text and replace with your own text. 

Replace this with your text. 

Conclusion

For more information on: 

Poster Design, Scanning and Digital Photography, 

and Image / file size.

Contact: 

Medical Illustration Unit

Prince of Wales Hospital

Ph: 9382 2800

Email: miunsw@unsw.edu.au

Web: http://miu.med.unsw.edu.au

Aim
How to use this poster template…

Simply highlight this text and replace it by typing in your 

own text, or copy and paste your text from a MS Word 

document or a PowerPoint slide presentation. 

The body text / font size should be between 24 and 32 

points. Arial, Helvetica or equivalent. 

Keep body text left-aligned, do not justify text.

The colour of the text, title and poster background can 

be changed to the colour of your choice.

Introduction

First…

Check with conference organisers on their 

specifications of size and orientation, before you start 

your poster eg. maximum poster size; landscape, 

portrait or square.

The page size of this poster template is A0 (84x119cm), 

landscape (horizontal) format. Do not change this page 

size, MIU can scale-to-fit a smaller or larger size, when 

printing. If you need a different shape start with either a 

portrait (vertical) or a square poster template. 

Bear in mind you do not need to fill up the whole space 

allocated by some conference organisers (eg. 8ftx4ft in 

the USA). Do not make your poster bigger than 

necessary just to fill that given size.

Method

Tips for making a successful poster…

▪ Re-write your paper into poster format ie.

Simplify everything, avoid data overkill.

▪ Headings of more than 6 words should be in upper 

and lower case, not all capitals.

▪ Never do whole sentences in capitals or underline to 

stress your point, use bold characters instead.

▪ When laying out your poster leave breathing space 

around you text. Don’t overcrowd your poster.

▪ Try using photographs or coloured graphs. Avoid 

long numerical tables.

▪ Spell check and get someone else to proof-read.

Results

Importing / inserting files…

Images such as photographs, graphs, diagrams, logos, 

etc, can be added to the poster.

To insert scanned images into your poster, go through 

the menus as follows: Insert / Picture / From File… then 

find the file on your computer, select it, and press OK.

The best type of image files to insert are JPEG or TIFF, 

JPEG is the preferred format.

Be aware of the image size you are importing. The 

average colour photo (13 x 18cm at 180dpi) would be 

about 3Mb (1Mb for B/W greyscale). Call MIU if unsure.

Do not use images from the web.

Notes about graphs…

For simple graphs use MS Excel, or do the graph 

directly in PowerPoint.

Graphs done in a scientific graphing programs (eg. 

Sigma Plot, Prism, SPSS, Statistica) should be saved 

as JPEG or TIFF if possible. For more information see 

MIU.

Printing and Laminating…

Once you have completed your poster, bring it down to 

MIU for printing. We will produce a A3 size draft print for 

you to check and proof read. The final poster will then 

be printed and laminated. 

Note: Do not leave your poster until the last minute. 

Allow at least 5 working days before you need to use it. 

Simply highlight this text and replace.

Cost…

For poster-printing and laminating charges contact to 

MIU

Captions to be set in Times or Times New Roman or equivalent, italic, 18 to 24 points, to 

the length of the column in case a figure takes more than 2/3 of column width.

Captions to be set in Times or 

Times New Roman or 

equivalent, italic, between 18 

and 24 points. 

Left aligned if it refers to a 

figure on its left. Caption starts 

right at the top edge of the 

picture (graph or photo).

Captions to be set in Times or 

Times New Roman or 

equivalent, italic, between 18 

and 24 points. Right aligned if 

it refers to a figure on its right. 

Caption starts right at the top 

edge of the picture (graph or 

photo).

Captions to be set in Times or Times New Roman or equivalent, italic, 18 to 24 points, to 

the length of the column in case a figure takes more than 2/3 of column width.

Captions to be set in Times or 

Times New Roman or 

equivalent, italic, between 18 

and 24 points. 

Left aligned if it refers to a 

figure on its left. Caption starts 

right at the top edge of the 

picture (graph or photo).
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First…

Check with conference organisers on their 

specifications of size and orientation, before you start 

your poster eg. maximum poster size; landscape, 

portrait or square.

The page size of this poster template is A0 (84x119cm), 

landscape (horizontal) format. Do not change this page 

size, MIU can scale-to-fit a smaller or larger size, when 

printing. If you need a different shape start with either a 

portrait (vertical) or a square poster template. 

Bear in mind you do not need to fill up the whole space 

allocated by some conference organisers (eg. 8ftx4ft in 

the USA). Do not make your poster bigger than 

necessary just to fill that given size.

Tips for making a successful poster…

▪ Re-write your paper into poster format ie.

Simplify everything, avoid data overkill.

▪ Headings of more than 6 words should be in upper 

and lower case, not all capitals.

▪ Never do whole sentences in capitals or underline to 

stress your point, use bold characters instead.

▪ When laying out your poster leave breathing space 

around you text. Don’t overcrowd your poster.

▪ Try using photographs or coloured graphs. Avoid long 

numerical tables.

▪ Spell check and get someone else to proof-read.

Importing / inserting files…

Images such as photographs, graphs, diagrams, logos, 

etc, can be added to the poster.

To insert scanned images into your poster, go through 

the menus as follows: Insert / Picture / From File… then 

find the file on your computer, select it, and press OK.

The best type of image files to insert are JPEG or TIFF, 

JPEG is the preferred format.

Be aware of the image size you are importing. The 

average colour photo (13 x 18cm at 180dpi) would be 

about 3Mb (1Mb for B/W greyscale). Call MIU if unsure.

Do not use images from the web.

Notes about graphs…

For simple graphs use MS Excel, or do the graph 

directly in PowerPoint.

Graphs done in a scientific graphing programs (eg. 

Sigma Plot, Prism, SPSS, Statistica) should be saved 

as JPEG or TIFF if possible. For more information see 

MIU.

Printing and Laminating…

Once you have completed your poster, bring it down to 

MIU for printing. We will produce a A3 size draft print 

for you to check and proof read. The final poster will 

then be printed and laminated. 

Note: Do not leave your poster until the last minute. 

Allow at least 5 working days before you need to use it. 

Simply highlight this text and replace.

Cost…

For poster-printing and laminating charges contact MIU.

Poster title goes here, containing strictly 

only the essential number of words...

Author’s Name/s Goes Here, Author’s Name/s Goes Here, Author’s Name/s Goes Here

Address/es Goes Here, Address/es Goes Here, Address/es Goes Here

How to use this poster template…

Simply highlight this text and replace it by typing in your 

own text, or copy and paste your text from a MS Word 

document or a PowerPoint slide presentation. 

The sub-title text boxes can be moved up or down 

depending on how big or small your ‘Introduction’, 

‘Aim’, ‘Method’, ‘Results’ and ‘Conclusion’ are.

The body text / font size should be between 24 and 32 

points. Arial, Helvetica or equivalent. 

Keep body text left-aligned, do not justify text.

The colour of the text, title and poster background can 

be changed to the colour of your choice.

For more information on: 

Poster Design, Scanning and Digital Photography, 

and Image / file size.

Contact: 

Medical Illustration Unit

Prince of Wales Hospital

Ph: 9382 2800

Email: miunsw@unsw.edu.au

Web: http://miu.med.unsw.edu.au

Just highlight this text and replace with your own text. 

Replace this with your text. Captions to be set in Times or Times New Roman or equivalent, italic, 18 to 24 points, to 

the length of the column in case a figure takes more than 2/3 of column width.

Captions to be set in Times or 

Times New Roman or 

equivalent, italic, between 18 

and 24 points. 

Left aligned if it refers to a 

figure on its left. Caption starts 

right at the top edge of the 

picture (graph or photo).

Captions to be set in Times or 

Times New Roman or 

equivalent, italic, between 18 

and 24 points. Right aligned if 

it refers to a figure on its right. 

Caption starts right at the top 

edge of the picture (graph or 

photo).

Captions to be set in Times or Times New Roman or equivalent, italic, 18 to 24 points, to 

the length of the column in case a figure takes more than 2/3 of column width.

Captions to be set in Times or 

Times New Roman or 

equivalent, italic, between 18 

and 24 points. 

Left aligned if it refers to a 

figure on its left. Caption starts 

right at the top edge of the 

picture (graph or photo).

Introduction Method

Aim

Results

Conclusion

Acknowledgements
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Introduction
This is a Microsoft Powerpoint template that has column 

widths and font sizes optimized for printing a 36 x 56” 

poster—just replace the “tips” and “blah, blah, blah” repeat 

motifs with actual content, if you have it.  Try to keep your 

total word count under 500 (yea, this suggestion applies to 

everyone, even you).  More tips can be found at the 

companion site, “Advice on designing scientific posters,” at 

the Swarthmore College Biology Department web site.

This paragraph has “justified” margins, but be aware

that simple left-justification (other paragraphs) is infinitely

better if your font doesn’t “space” nicely when fully

justified. Sometimes spacing difficulties can be fixed by

manually inserting hyphens into longer words. (Powerpoint

doesn’t automatically hyphenate, by the way.)

Your main text is easier to read if you use a “serif” font 

such as Palatino or Times (i.e., people have done 

experiments and found this to be the case).  Use a non-serif 

font for your title and section headings.

Materials and methods
Be brief, and opt for photographs or drawings whenever 

possible to illustrate organism, protocol, or experimental 

design.  Viewers don’t actually want to read about the 

gruesome details, however fascinating you might find them.

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah.

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah.

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah.

Acknowledgments
We thank I. Güor for laboratory assistance, Mary Juana for seeds, Herb 

Isside for applying the greenhouse stress treatment, and M.I. Menter for 

statistical advice and scintillating discussions. Funding for this project was 

provided by the Swarthmore College Department of Biology, a Merck 

summer stipend, and my mom. [Note that people’s titles are omitted.]

Results
The overall layout for this section can, and probably 

should, be modified from this template, depending on the 

size and number of charts and photographs your specific 

experiment generated. You might want a single, large 

column to accommodate a large map, or perhaps you could 

arrange 6 figures in a circle in the center of the poster: do 

whatever it takes to make your results graphically clear. To 

see examples of how others have abused this template to fit 

their presentation needs, perform a Google search for 

“powerpoint template for scientific posters.” 

Paragraph format is fine, but sometimes a simple list of 

“bullet” points can communicate results more effectively:

• 9 out of 12 brainectomized rats survived

• Control rats completed maze faster, on average, 

than rats without brains (Fig. 3b) (t = 9.84, df = 

21, p = 0.032)

Conclusions
You can, of course, start your conclusions in column #3 if 

your results section is “data light.”

Conclusions should not be mere reminders of your results.  

Instead, you want to guide the reader through what you 

have concluded from the results.  What is the broader 

significance?  Would anyone be mildly surprised? Why 

should anyone care? This section should refer back, 

explicitly, to the “burning issue” mentioned in the 

introduction. If you didn’t mention a burning issue in the 

introduction, go back and fix that -- your poster should have 

made a good case for why this experiment was worthwhile.

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah.

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Title that hints at the underlying issue or question and is formatted in “sentence case”

Your name(s) here

Department of Biology, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania  19081

Literature cited
Bender, D.J., E.M Bayne, and R.M. Brigham. 1996. Lunar condition 

influences coyote (Canis latrans) howling. American Midland 

Naturalist 136:413-417.

Brooks, L.D. 1988. The evolution of recombination rates. Pages 87-105 in 

The Evolution of Sex, edited by R.E. Michod and B.R. Levin. Sinauer, 

Sunderland, MA. 

Scott, E.C.  2005.  Evolution vs. Creationism: an Introduction. University 

of California Press, Berkeley. 

Society for the Study of Evolution. 2005. Statement on teaching evolution. 

< http://www.evolutionsociety.org/statements.html >. Accessed 2005 

Aug 9.

Figure 1. Photograph or drawing of 

organism, chemical structure, or 

whatever.  Don’t use graphics from 

the web (they look terrible when 

printed).

Figure 2. Illustration of important piece 

of equipment, or perhaps a flow chart 

summarizing experimental design.  

Scanned, hand-drawn illustrations are 

usually preferable to computer-

generated ones.

Figure 3. Make sure legends have enough detail to fully explain to 

the viewer what the results are. Note that for posters it is good to 

put some “Materials and methods” information within the figure 

legends or onto the figures themselves—it allows the M&m section 

to be shorter, and gives viewer a sense of the experiment(s) even if 

they have skipped directly to figures. Don’t be tempted to reduce 

font size in figure legends, axes labels, etc.—your viewers are 

probably most interested in reading your figures and legends!  

Often you will have some more text-based results between 

your figures. This text should explicitly guide the reader 

through the figures.

Blah, blah, blah (Figs. 3a,b). Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah. Blah, blah, blah. 

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah (Fig. 3c). Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah 

(data not shown).

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, 

blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. Blah, 

blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah.  Blah, blah, blah (God, personal 

communication). 

(a) (b) (c)

For further information
Please contact email@swarthmore.edu.  More information on this and 

related projects can be obtained at www.swarthmore… (give the URL for 

general laboratory web site).  A link to an online, PDF-version of the 

poster is nice, too. 

If you just must include a pretentious logo, 

hide it down here. But don’t include a pretentious logo.  

Use the space for something else.

Remember: no period after 

journal name. 

Remember: no period after 

journal name. 

Figure 4. Avoid keys that force readers to labor through 

complicated graphs: just label all the lines (or bars) and then 

delete the silly key altogether.  The above figure would also be 

greatly improved if I had the ability to draw mini rats with and 

without brains.  I would then put these little illustrations next to the 

lines they represent.

Blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah. However, blah, blah, blah.

Figure 5.  You can use connector lines and arrows to visually guide 

viewers through your results. Making logical points this way is much, 

much better than making it in the text section. These lines can help 

viewers read your poster even when you’re not present.

Be sure to separate figures from other figures by 

generous use of white space. When figures are too 

cramped, viewers get confused about which figures to read 

first and which legend goes with which figure.

Figures are preferred but tables are sometimes 

unavoidable.  A table looks best when it is first composed 

within Microsoft Word, then “Inserted” as an “Object.” If 

you can add small drawings or icons to your tables, do so!

Abutting these last sections can save you a little 

space, and subtly indicates to viewers that the 

contents are not as important to read.

Abutting these last sections can save you a little 

space, and subtly indicates to viewers that the 

contents are not as important to read.

Control (brain intact)

Brainectomized

This is the gene 

of interest! 

Maze difficulty index

Time (s)

Rats with brains navigate mazes faster

chuckdhasaposse

I sure wish I’d 

presented my 

theory with a 

poster before I 

wrote my book.

Put a figure here 

that explores a 

statistical result

This area is “white space” 

that adds tremendously to 

the readability of your poster.  

Resist the urge to fill it with 

text. Yea, this means you.

Same for this space.

The first sentence of 

the first paragraph 

does not need to be 

indented.

The first sentence of 

the first paragraph 

does not need to be 

indented.

This is a header.  If you 

make the font size large, 

and then add bolding…there 

is no need to also apply 

underlining or italicization.

This is a header.  If you 

make the font size large, 

and then add bolding…there 

is no need to also apply 

underlining or italicization.
If you can orient your label 

horizontally, viewers with 

fused neck musculature are 

more likely to read it.

If you can orient your label 

horizontally, viewers with 

fused neck musculature are 

more likely to read it.

This means only the “t” in 

“title” gets capitalized.

This means only the “t” in 

“title” gets capitalized.

Make sure the edges of your 

columns are aligned with 

adjacent columns. Don’t trust 

your eyes: select the columns, 

then “Align” with the proper tool

Make sure the edges of your 

columns are aligned with 

adjacent columns. Don’t trust 

your eyes: select the columns, 

then “Align” with the proper tool

Maintain a good amount of space 

between your columns.  Although 

you could squeeze them right up 

against each other, the poster’s 

aesthetics would suffer.

Maintain a good amount of space 

between your columns.  Although 

you could squeeze them right up 

against each other, the poster’s 

aesthetics would suffer.

http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/evolk12/evoops.htm
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/evolk12/posse/chazhasaposse.htm
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This is the Title of Your Presentation

Your Name, Title, Affiliation

Introduction and Objectives

Lay in your introduction
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x

x
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x

x
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x

x
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x
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x
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A bit text 

heavy but not 

too bad.
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Nice poster
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Where do I 

begin? 
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I’m 

feeling 

sleepy
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OK, but 

copy 

needs to 

be cut!
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Perfect!
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Oh my gawd!
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Nice flow, 

but a 

lighter 

background 

for reading 
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I’ve fallen, 

and I can’t get up
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Gorgeous!
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Welcome to 

the 80’s

Fer sure!
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This 

works!
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New trends 

 Notes:

1. Correct fonts

 won’t load until you open this in 
PowerPoint
(e.g., if you’re previewing this in your 
browser it’ll look uglier than it actually is)

2. Generate QR codes here:

 https://www.qrcode-monkey.com/

67
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Key Components

1. Major Takeaway

A plain english takeaway with key phrases 
highlighted. Depending on your specific format 
and research, you may have multiple takeaways or 
top-level highlights.
See more: How to write a simplified title

2. Supporting Information

An easily digestible explanation of your methods 
and results. Again, the format here is largely 
dependent on your specific research.
See more: How to create a silent presenter bar

3. QR Code

Link to your research to be read later. You can also 
include contact details or other links to further 
reading in this section.

68

https://www.makesigns.com/billboard-poster-templates.aspx

https://www.makesigns.com/tutorials/billboard-posters.aspx#simplified-title
https://www.makesigns.com/tutorials/billboard-posters.aspx#silent-presenter-bar
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 The basic better poster template that 
includes a sidebar for presenter notes

69

 A good template for case studies that 
formats the main takeaway as a quote
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 Includes 3 large areas that are great for 
larger charts or graphics

70

 Includes 3 large areas that are perfect for 
larger charts or graphics
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 A vertical take on the traditional better 
poster template

71

 A simple half-and-half template with lots 
of space for research details
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 Includes two sidebars that are great for 
quick points clear explanations

 This template includes 3 main takeaways 
that may suit different conclusions



5.11.2024 v  Bratislave METODOLÓGIA VEDECKEJ PRÁCE 1

https://osf.io/g6xsm/

73

https://osf.io/g6xsm/


5.11.2024 v  Bratislave METODOLÓGIA VEDECKEJ PRÁCE 1 74



75

https://osf.io/6ua4k/
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1th October, 2020, IEP

https://www.behance.net/gallery/3

0160927/Scientific-Posters
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Resources
 Disclaimer:  The opinions and thoughts in this presentation are those of the SER-SC Executive Board and Kathy Hackett, 

Preparing Poster Presentations, Society for Epidemiologic Research-Student Caucus & Kathy Hackett, MBA

 LiLynn Graves, College of Engineering Webmaster, Cornell University, engineering.cornell.edu/poster-design

http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters, http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design

 Shelledy DC. How to Make an Effective Poster, Respiratory Care, October 2004, 49(10):1213-1216

 Hess G., Tosney K., Liegel L. Creating Effective Poster Presentations.  http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters

 Additional material was adapted from K. Hackett. Creating Poster Presentations.  

 http://www.training.nih.gov/careers/careercenter/publish.html
◦ http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/speaking/poster/index.cfm

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c9Kd_mUFDM How to Create a Poster in PowerPoint

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WnhoIbfcoM How to make an academic poster in powerpoint

 Poster Templates:
◦ http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/posteradvice.htm
◦ http://depts.washington.edu/mphpract/ppposter.html
◦ http://miu.med.unsw.edu.au/downloads.htm#Scientific%20poster%20templates
◦ https://www.behance.net/gallery/30160927/Scientific-Posters

http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters
http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/speaking/poster/index.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c9Kd_mUFDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WnhoIbfcoM
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/posteradvice.htm
http://depts.washington.edu/mphpract/ppposter.html
http://miu.med.unsw.edu.au/downloads.htm#Scientific%20poster%20templates
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Outlines
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Ako prezentovať zle

82
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Outlines

90
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Obhajoba

91
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Conclusion

 this lecture deals with design of presentation and posters

92

Make a story

Choose a tool➔

➔

Find Major Takeaway➔

➔

➔

➔

➔

➔
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Thank you 
for attention

lubica.stuchlikova@stuba.sk
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