
FP7

The European Commission has unveiled its plans for the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7), which propose a duration of seven years (2007 to 2013), a budget of 73 billion euro and a structure based on four specific programmes: 

· Cooperation: collaborative transnational research activities 

· Ideas: basic research implemented through a European Research Council (ERC); 

· People: Marie Curie actions and other initiatives 

· Capacities: support to research infrastructures, regions of knowledge and small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs). 

COOPERATION: 45 billion euro

The proposals stress that collaborative research, under the Cooperation heading, 'will constitute the bulk and core of EU research funding'. . As well as collaborative research, the Cooperation programme will cover Joint Technology Initiatives, coordination of national research programmes and international cooperation. 

Nine thematic areas for collaborative research are specified: health; food, agriculture and biotechnology; information and communication technologies (ICT); nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials and new production technologies; energy; environment (including climate change); transport (including aeronautics); socio-economic sciences and the humanities; and security and space research. 
These are the provisional allocation for the different priorities:
ICT: 12.7 billion euro 
Health: 8,4 billion euro 
Nanosciences: 5 billion euro 
security and space research:  4 billion euro 
socio-economic sciences and the humanities: 797 million euro. 

As for the content of each priority, the proposals explain that at this stage the themes are broadly defined so that they can adapt to needs and opportunities as they arise during the lifetime of FP7. Under the ICT theme, for example, activities include the integration of technologies into personal environments and robotic systems, ICT for health, mobility and inclusion, and future and emerging technologies. 
  
IDEAS: 12 Billion euro 

The Commission foresees the funding of individual projects suggested by researchers on subjects of their choice. The programme will be implemented by an ERC independently of the rest of the Framework Programme, with a proposed budget over seven years of 12 billion euro. 
  
PEOPLE: 7,2 Billion euro 
  
Initial training of researchers (through the Marie Curies networks), life-long training and career development, industry-academia pathways and partnerships, and international activities including incoming and outgoing fellowships and the exchange of researchers. 
  
CAPACITIES: 7,5 billion euro 

The Capacities programme will target the optimal use and development of research infrastructures, strengthening the innovative capacities of SMEs, the development of regional research clusters, improving the research potential in EU convergence regions, and improving the integration of science and society. 

Compared with FP6, proposals for the new programme place far less emphasis on the specific funding mechanisms that will be used. For transnational projects launched under the nine thematic areas, three main instruments are identified: 

· collaborative projects, which will range form small-scale, focused research actions to large integrating projects, 

· Networks of Excellence bringing together a number of institutions in a given field, 

· coordination and support actions, such as networking, exchanges and access to research infrastructures. 

Other funding mechanisms that could be applied in response to calls for proposals include individual projects - primarily for basic research under the activities of the ERC - Marie Curie actions, and research for the benefit of specific groups (in particular SMEs). Mechanisms to support multi-financed, large-scale initiatives on the basis of decisions by the Council and Parliament, meanwhile, include Article 169 of the Treaty, Joint Technology Initiatives, and the development of infrastructures through Article 171 of the Treaty. 


Finally, the proposals reveal that: 'In order to strengthen the diffusion and use of the output of EU research, the dissemination of knowledge and transfer of results, including to policy makers, will be supported in all thematic areas, including through the funding of networking initiatives, seminars and events, assistance by  external experts and information and electronic services"
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The European Regions Research and Innovation Network is designed to help regions participate fully and effectively in the European Research Area. ERRIN is co-financed by the European Commission DG RTD and eight European regions through the "Regions of Knowledge" Pilot Action. The membership is open and free for all the Regional Representations based in Brussels. www.errin-brussels.org 

